ITALY

THE CRADLE OF THE EARLY CHURCH
Robb Tour
September 19—October 1, 2022

$6,139
cash discount price

Your Journey Includes:
Roundtrip Economy Airfare from Houston • Superior First Class Hotels • Deluxe Motorcoaches
Buffet Breakfast Daily • Dinners as Outlined • Guided Sightseeing
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Your tour begins as you depart Houston Intercontinental Airport on your flight to Rome.
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You will arrive in Rome, meet your escort and your private deluxe coach and drive to Sorrento.
Dinner and overnight will be at the hotel.

20
SEP

21

SEP

22
SEP

23
SEP

24

SEP

25

This morning you will go for a visit in the city of Naples to the National Archaeological Museum,
one of the world’s most important museums which houses the treasures of Pompeii and
Herculaneum. From there you will go to visit the ruins of Pompeii, which was destroyed completely
by the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in 79 AD. It was covered with hot lava because of its close
proximity to the volcano and lay undiscovered until the 17th century. Pompeii was a Roman city,
which existed at the time of Christ and was ruled by the same powers that ruled in the land of
Jesus at that time. In this visit you will gain insight into daily life in Roman times and thus have new
understandings of the prevailing culture at the time of Jesus.
Today you will explore the wonders of the Amalfi coast, one of the most scenic drives you can
take anywhere in the world. You will stop in Positano for a scenic photo opportunity on your way
along the stunning coastline to Amalfi where you will have time for lunch. Afterward you will also
visit Ravello before returning to Sorrento to for the evening. Dinner will be on your own.
Today after an early breakfast you will say farewell to Sorrento and begin the drive to Rome. Once
in Rome, you will proceed to the catacombs, burial place and meeting place of the early
Christians. They were forced to meet in secret, underground, to escape persecution during the
time before Constantine. You will proceed to check in at your hotel and have time to settle in
before dinner at a local restaurant.
This morning you will begin with a visit to St. Peter’s Basilica. This is Catholicism’s most sacred shrine
and holds hundreds of precious works of art, some salvaged from the original 4th century basilica
built by Constantine and others commissioned from Renaissance and Baroque artists. From there
you will go to the Vatican Museum, home to the Sistine Chapel and Raphael Rooms, as well as
one of the world’s most important art collections. These are housed in palaces originally built for
Renaissance popes. Following your visit you will proceed to the church of St. Peter in Chains. At this
church you will see Michelangelo’s statue of Moses, which alone makes a trip to Rome worthwhile.
Tonight you will go to the famous Trastevere area where you will enjoy a special & typical Roman
dinner.
Today you will be visiting Imperial Rome. You will go to the Coliseum, Rome’s greatest
amphitheater, commissioned by Emperor Vespasian in 72 AD. It was here that the Romans
watched as the early Christians suffered and died as they were thrown in the arena with lions and
other wild animals. You will proceed through the Roman Forum, where you will see several ruined
temples, triumphal arches, and basilicas. The Arch of Titus was erected in 81 AD to commemorate
the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. After your visit to the Forum, you will proceed to the famous
Trevi Fountain, and on to the Piazza di Spagna, where you can climb the Spanish Steps. From here
you will be on your own for a free afternoon of last minute shopping or additional sightseeing.
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This morning you’ll leave Rome on your way to Florence, the birthplace of the Renaissance, the
artistic and cultural awakening of the 15th century. Along the way, you’ll stop at Orvieto to visit this
charming town and the beautiful Duomo. Thomas Aquinas made Orvieto famous as a place of
spiritual pilgrimage. The cathedral was begun in 1290 and the famous sculptures, reliefs and
mosaics of the façade illustrate the way of salvation for the faithful. After lunch on your own you
will proceed to Florence, to check in at your hotel and have the balance of the day free. Dinner
will be at a local restaurant.
This morning you will begin with a walking tour of Florence. During the time that the Medici family
was powerful in this area (14th -16th centuries), Florence was at the cultural and intellectual heart
of Europe. You’ll stroll along the Ponte Vecchio, the beautiful old bridge lined with shops spanning
the Arno. You will then proceed to the Duomo, the spiritual, geographical and historical heart of
the city. This cathedral is the fourth largest in Europe and is still the tallest building in Florence, as
well as one of the oldest. We’ll see the Baptistery with it’s celebrated bronze doors by Pisano and
Ghiberti, (Dante was baptized here), the Campanile, designed by Giotto in 1334, the great Dome
by Brunelleschi and finished in 1463, as well as many other features and famous works of art at the
Cathedral Works Museum near this amazing structure. After lunch on your own, you will visit the
Galleria dell’Accademia. Founded in 1563, it was the first school established in Europe specifically
to teach the techniques of drawing, painting, and sculpture. The most famous work on display is
Michelangelo’s David, which established Michelangelo at the age of 29 as the foremost sculptor
of his time. Dinner and overnight will be at a local restaurant.

This morning you will begin with a visit to the world-renown Uffizi Gallery, Italy’s largest art gallery.
After your tour of this great collection, you will have the afternoon free to linger in the museum, to
do some shopping, or just relax in your room or at a local café – you choose! Dinner will be on your
own.
This morning you will head to your final stop on your tour: Venice, one of the most the unique and
charming cities of the world. You will enjoy seeing the city from the water as you experience a
Gondala Serenade through the Grand Canal. Afterward, you will have dinner at a local restaurant
before returning to the hotel for overnight.
After breakfast, you will take a boat to the area of the Piazza San Marco, the pigeon-filled square
dominated by the Basilica San Marco, the cathedral of Venice. According to tradition, during the
9th century, the Venetians stole the body of St. Mark, which was buried in Alexandria. They then
proclaimed St Mark as their patron saint and in that way, they became linked to the origins and
spread of Christianity. After the visit you will have free time to explore the markets and shops on
the island before enjoying your Farewell Dinner on your final evening in this enchanting land.
After breakfast, you will go to the Venice airport for your flight back to Houston to contemplate all
you’ve seen and learned about the history of Christianity and the culture of Italy, ancient and
modern.
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FLIGHT TIMES: Subject to change by airlines without advance notice. Gomega Travel is not
responsible for such changes or delays and does not reimburse expenses resulting from such delays.
ITINERARY LENGTH: Because airlines often change the flight schedules after brochures are printed,
Gomega Travel reserves the right to shorten or lengthen the itinearary accordingly and whenever
possible, you will be notified in writing. If changes necessitate extra overnights, there will be
additional charges.
CANCELLATION FEES: From the day of registration to 120 days prior to departure the $250 nonrefundable registration fee is the only charge. Thereafter, the following charges apply: 119-90 days
$750; 89-60 days 50% of total cost; 59-45 days 75% of total cost; 44 days to day of departure 100% of
total cost. All cancellation and refund claims must be made in writing.
INSURANCE: For more information and rates please refer to the product flyer found at http://
gomegatravel.com/travel-tips/insurance/

PROGRAM CONDITIONS
INCLUDED IN PRICE OF STANDARD PROGRAM: Round trip economy airfare; transfers with group
to/from airport; shared double room in moderate hotel; two meals daily; English speaking
guide; transfers to and entrance fees for sites to be visited per itinerary.
NOT INCLUDED IN PRICE: Tips of $250 to be collected and distributed by tour operator; single
room charges (see below); additions or changes to the standard program (see below);
individual transfers; travel insurance; any Covid testing required to travel both in the US and
internationally, laundry; coffee and drinks; excess baggage and items of a personal nature;
any increase in taxes and fees that may occur between printing of this brochure and issuing
of airline tickets; anything not mentioned as included above. Price is based on the exchange
rate at the time of printing and may be subject to change. Additional charge of $277 for
double and $335 for single to pay by credit card.
PAYMENT SCHEDULE: Deposit of $750 due with registration. Final payment is due by June 10,
2022.
TOUR DOCUMENTS: The name on your airline ticket must exactly match your name as it
appears on your passport. You must forward a copy of the photo/info page of your passport
within two weeks of enrollment on the tour. If applying for a new or renewed passport, send
the copy as soon as you receive your new passport.
SINGLE ROOMS: When available, single rooms are often smaller than doubles. Single room
supplement for this tour is $1300.
ROOMMATES: You will be charged for a single room if you do not have a roommate and/or
Gomega Travel is unable to match you with one.
MEALS: Buffet breakfast and set dinner daily. All other meals are “on your own”.
LUGGAGE: Limit of one suitcase and one carry-on per person, not to exceed 50 pounds or 62
linear inches total.
TRANSFERS: Group transport between airport, hotel and piers is included in the standard
program. However, those who request changes from the standard program are responsible
for their own transfers even when coinciding with group transfers.
CHANGES FROM STANDARD PROGRAM: Changes must be requested and approved in writing
by Gomega Travel. A minimum of $150 will be charged and individual transfers to/from the
airport are not included.
AIRLINE TICKETS: Printed approximately 45 days prior to departure. Tickets cannot be
changed or refunded thereafter. Air transportation to/from your destination will be economy
class aboard IATA and ARC carriers utilizing APEX or SUPER APEX non-refundable, non
amenable tickets for groups of 10 or more passengers flying together for the entire itinerary.

VACCINATIONS: Covid vaccines are currently required to travel to this destination. Passengers are
required to be fully vaccinated at least 2 weeks prior to travel.

STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY
Gomega Travel agrees to provide the itinerary described in this brochure, and this represents the
entire agreement between the passenger and his agent, the Tour Host, and the Tour Operator.
No changes or deviations are effective unless approved in writing and signed by an authorized
officer of the tour operator. Except as stated herein, no person is authorized to cancel, modify, or
vary the tour arrangements or to make any representation of warranty concerning the tour.
All prices, itineraries and schedules are subject to regulations and changes thereof by acts of
Government, International Agreement and Airline tariff adjustments, rules and regulations.
Gomega Travel reserves the right to change or withdraw the tour, in whole or in part at any time. In
the event of a change, the sole exclusive obligation of Gomega Travel will be to refund pro rata any
payment received. In the event of rescheduling of the tour due to unforeseen circumstances, the
cancellation and refund clause will apply. Gomega Travel may decline to accept or retain any
individual as a participant on the tour at any time. If any tour participant leaves or is removed from
the tour, Gomega Travel is not responsible for any related expenses. Except for the willful negligence
of its direct employees, the tour operator assumes no liability or responsibility for any injuries,
inconveniences, illness, irregularity or incidental damages occasioned by circumstances beyond the
control of tour operator, or by any person or reason whatsoever, including, but not limited to events
such as strikes, revolts, wars, natural disasters, closures of airports or hotels, default or omission of any
common or private car- rier or the default, negligence or omission of and by any third party
providing services or facilities related to or included in this tour or any part thereof, or in arranging for
the same, or the acts or omissions of the Tour Host.
The Commercial carriers are not to be held responsible for any act, omission or event during the time
the passengers are not on board commercial carriers. The passenger contracts, in use by all
commercial carriers involved, when issued, shall constitute the sole contract between the
commercial carriers and the passenger or purchaser of this tour and/or passage and tour operator
assumes no liability or responsibility in connection therewith.
Enrollment in and payment for the tour, constitutes your accept- ance of the Program Conditions
and Statement of Responsibility.
The program conditions become a binding contract when your enrollment and payment are
received and accepted by Gomega Travel in The Woodlands, Texas. Venue for any disputes is
Montgomery County, Texas. This contract shall be governed by the laws of the state of Texas.

